Dresden Planning Board

P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342

Meeting minutes for May 21, 2019
Present - Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Stacy Barnes, Jay Cummings, Dan Hanley, and Steve Stone. Absent - Linda Biden and Russell Peckham.   

Others present – Shari Lilly (recording secretary).

Jeff opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.

ITEM #1 – Review minutes of May 07, 2019  – Dan made a motion to accept the minutes as written; Stacy seconded; the motion was passed by show of hands of those present and voting.
ITEM #2 - Old Business - Marijuana Committee proposed ordinance change -  The Committee Chairman, Ryan LaRochelle, is not present at this meeting, but he has contacted Jeff to let him know that due to his work schedule and other commitments, he will no longer be chairman of the committee, but has asked other members to choose someone else in his place to move this forward.  Jeff noted that the State still hasn't passed any of the draft proposals we had received previously.  Steve asked if the town has approved anything.  Jeff said according to the MMA paper, the towns would have to 'opt-in' to the process.  He noted that we do have a moritorium on recreational marijuana production and facilities.  Therefore, there would have to be discussions and a warrant would have to be placed for the townspeople to vote on, therefore we actually don't have anything in process.  Steve said that whereas we don't have anything in the process, we shouldn't have to bother with this. Jeff then suggested we send a letter to the committee, along with the draft proposal from the State. After they have compared them for incorporation into their ordinances and have chosen a new chairperson, they could come back to this Board for more discussion.  
Steve said that until we get rock-solid info on this subject, there's nothing we can/should do.  They would be able to provide info as to where to grow the product – farm field, etc.  Jeff said they would need to decide what zone it should be in.  Steve asked if that would be putting too much on the committee.  Stacy said they were appointed to the committee for the purpose of preparing their proposal so they should include that.  Steve said they have done a very good job on what they've compiled.  Jeff said it would have to deal with what area(s) they would propose to allow this and it would have to be incorporated into their ordinance proposal.  They need to review the draft and perhaps they may want to use the State proposals along with what they have.  We do need to discuss it, but, like Stacy said, they were appointed to the Committee and they should be the ones to detail what they want for the purpose of the best practice for the town.  If we do a warrant article, we could base it on a survey.  Steve said we could ask townspeople if they want to 'opt-in' on this proposal.  If the vote is no, then we wouldn't bother at all.  Jeff said the state office told him they haven't even started to go over their draft and doesn't know when they will have it on their docket.  It was mentioned that some states are making changes to their exisiting regulations now.  Steve agreed with Jeff that the Committee should read over the State draft and do more adjusting on their proposal.  Jeff will send a letter in regard to our discussion to the Marijuana Committee. 
ITEM #3 - New Business – None.
ITEM #4– Other Business –Calista Vista – Jeff received a call from someone who wants to purchase the lots but he doesn't want to pay the taxes that Dresden charges.  He has proposed that he wants to put it all into blueberries.  Jeff tried to explain to him the status of the property and what the present owners need to do in order to release all the property.  The person told Jeff he still plans to buy the lots.  Jeff told the Board that we cannot get involved until the owners straighten out the issues with the subdivision.  Plus, there are still problems in regard to the “Common Area”.  There is still a good way for them to dissolve the subdivision if they get the covenants changed.  It only needs one person to get things started.   To be Continued....... 
ITEM #5 – Adjournment – Stacy motioned; Dan seconded.  So voted at 7:00 p.m.
Meeting reopened by Chairperson, Jeff Pierce, for new discussion at 7:01 p.m.

It has recently been noted that the Selectboard voted to change their bi-weekly meetings from Mondays to Tuesdays beginning in July of the new fiscal year.  This was primarily due to so many holidays on Mondays oftentimes interferring with their scheduled meetings.  With this change, the PB would need to make a change to their meeting schedule.  With five (5) members in attendance, a discussion as to what day would be acceptable, all agreed the best choice would be to move our meetings to the first and third Thursday of the month, keeping the same time of 6:30 p.m.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of all those present and voting.
Final adjournment was then voted at 7:15 p.m. 

  






Respectfully submitted,








Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)
