Dresden Planning Board

P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342

Meeting minutes for May 07, 2019
Present - Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Stacy Barnes, Linda Biden, Jay Cummings, Dan Hanley, Steve Stone and Russell Peckham.   

Others present – James Davis (applicant), Cindy Cummings (resident) and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).

Jeff opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.

ITEM #1 – Review minutes of April 16, 2019  – The secretary had an addition to the previous minutes of two (2) other persons in attendance that were not recorded.  They were Louise Gephart and Laurie Labar.  With that amendment, Russell made a motion to accept the minutes as amended; Stacy seconded the motion which passed by show of hands of those present and voting.
ITEM #2 –   Marijuana Committee proposed ordinance change -  The Committee Chairman, Ryan LaRochelle, requested this be tabled for now as they are doing more research and are looking over information from the State as to their proposal of Rules & Regulations.   Shari will make copies of the proposal for all members.  We will discuss this again at the May 21 meeting. 
ITEM #3 – James Davis – Owner of Solar Ridge Subdivision on Calls' Hill Rd. - Mr. Davis would like to take gravel from his property located on County Road to his subdivision on Calls' Hill Road to use in the roadway, etc. He had originally gotten a permit from the CEO a few years ago to use it for his own property.  He wasn't going to have a lot of trucks hauling on Calls' Hill or Orchard Hill Roads except for empty ones that would exit from County Road.  The gravel was for his use only – not for selling.  For the Solar Ridge Subdivision he had brought gravel in for that.  Mr. Davis had asked our 3rd Selectman, Allan Moeller, for recommendations of people to truck gravel.   It seems there was a misunderstanding as Mr. Moeller thought Mr. Davis would get the gravel from another area, not from his property on County Road. The permit from the CEO was for use of the gravel on his own property there; not for the subdivision which is located ½ mile away.  Mr. Davis also noted that the roads are posted for limit of 26,000 GVW. Jeff said the roads are posted for certain times of the year – usually in the Spring until around May 15 except Blinn Hill & Orchard Hill Roads.  Mr. Davis said he has one truck that he hires who would haul the gravel from his property to the subdivision.  Jeff asked him how big an area he has.  Mr. Davis replied it is 100' x 100' on 42 acres.  He has been using it under the permit for his own use on County Road.  He did say he had used some for his subdivision because he thought it would be covered.  Jeff noted that DEP allows gravel pit for private use, but you have to have either 3 or 5 acres before you can do anymore.  It would have to be reclaimed as well.  Mr. Davis just wants to use it on property he owns ½ mile down the road using only one truck instead of a fleet of trucks that could do a lot of damage to the roads.  
Steve asked when he got his permit, was it stated that it was continuous property?  Mr. Davis replied that it didn't; it just said for his property-personal use only.  Jeff said he talked to the CEO who said he didn't put continuous as he didn't feel it needed to specify.  It wasn't going to be sold or used for Commercial use.
Russell – even though it's his gravel and his land, he does plan to sell the lots in the subdivision so he would profit at some point, but this is an interesting issue.  However, he could drop the price of the lots.
Linda agreed with Russell that Mr. Davis would profit by this in the future when he sells the lots.  The driveway was a part of the original design.
Jeff feels he's doing the town a favor by not having a lot of trucks on the roads which would help to save the condition of the roads.   
Mr. Davis said he would sign a paper, if that would make the Board feel more comfortable. with what he plans to do.
Jeff said a letter would be sent to the CEO to let him know what we discussed in regard to allowing the use and transporting of gravel from the property on County Road to the subdivision owned by Mr. Davis on the Calls' Hill Road.
Linda asked if that would be used for the roadway and the driveway.  Jeff said it would be for the driveway entrance only.
Jeff then made a motion to allow Mr. Davis to extract gravel from property on County Road owned by him to another property owned by him on Calls' Hill Road (Solar Ridge) and only to this existing property as of this date (May 07, 2019).  The gravel will be for Mr. Davis' use only and is not to be sold or traded.  Linda seconded the motion, which was approved uninamously by all members present and voting.  The secretary will send a letter to the CEO.
ITEM #4 – Old Business – a.)  Condon's Gravel Pit is for sale.  Someone had asked about it.  Jeff told him he would have to come to the PB for discussion and to see what changes would be proposed.
b.)  The Eastern River Daycare is doing well at the location of the former Meetinghouse Market.
c.)  There's been no interest in regard to issues at Calista Vista.
ITEM #5 - New Business -  a.)  A small subdivision on Gilmore Brook Road (off Indian Rd.) has someone who wants to buy it and put all the lots back together as one property.  Just something to keep in mind at this time.
b.)  F.Y.I. - Dresden Take Out has received their liquor license from the State.  Previously there was another business selling 'spirits' until recently.
 ITEM #6– Other Business – a.) Ryan LaRochelle will be back for our May 21 meeting for more discussion on the Marijuana ordinance proposal.
b.)  Russell asked about putting information in the monthly Communicator about some of our ordinances so we can provide town residents with help on issues they may not realize.  Shari said if they give her the info, she will get it into the Communicator when she puts notices in about meetings.
c.)  There has been a few building permits issued which is a good sign. 
ITEM #7 – Adjournment – Linda motioned; Dan seconded.  So voted at 7:15 p.m.

  






Respectfully submitted,








Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)
