Dresden Planning Board

P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342

Meeting minutes for January 15, 2019
Present - Jeff Pierce, Stacy Barnes, Linda Biden, and Russell Peckham.  

Others present – Shari Lilly (recording secretary).

Absent –  Misty Parker, Jay Cummings and Dan Hanley. 

Jeff opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.

He told those present that unfortunately Dan Hanley has been in the hospital since the end of December.  He requested Shari to send a card from all the members.

Jay Cummings is out due to dealing with some back issues.

Misty Parker has made the decision to resign from our Board due to the conflicts with her job and feels it would be better if we could get someone who has the time that should be given to what our duties entail.  Jeff said he would take her letter to the Select Board and see if we have any names for a possible replacement to finish out her term.

ITEM #1 – Review minutes of December 04, 2018  – Russell made a motion to accept as written; Linda seconded.  The motion carried by show of hands.  Jeff said that the miniumum wage has gone up so our secretary would be getting a raise, but he wants to suggest to the Select Board that the raise go above the state wage as it has been that way for many years.  All members present and voting were in favor of this.
ITEM #2 – Janet Stewart  – Due to circumstances, she will be closing Meetinghouse Market, but, with the help of her son, Bill, wants to turn the building into a mult-unit apartment complex.  Possibly more than three (3) units.  It will not be considered a change of use due to issues that will have to be addressed; water, fire safety, etc.  It will be considered a 'Minor Project'.  Bill Stewart had presented Jeff with his design and was told he should have an engineer help with this.  He will need to come to the PB and go through the process for a Minor Project.  He was on the agenda for this meeting, but didn't attend.  Stacy said Bill didn't think he needed to.  He will need to make sure he attends the next meeting in order to go forward with the project.
ITEM #3 - Old Business – a.)  Building code info – Jeff talked to town attorney, Jessica Avery, about changes we want to make on how foundations are checked and some other stuff to incorporate into our ordinances without adopting MUBEC.  She said we should either have no code or adopt MUBEC.  It would be very costly to the applicants and the town to adopt it.  We'll discuss it more at another meeting. 
b.)  Calista's Vista – Jeff said Joe Lemar wants to know why the town hasn't done anything yet.  Jeff said he has it on the real estate market; selling all his lots.  The Common Area is now tax-acquired property.  Joe wants to know why he can't buy it back.  Jeff explained that it's deeded to thirteen (13) different lots.  No one can get permits until the water & power are installed as specified on the papers.  He thinks it might be a new owner who can then do a homeowners meeting.  However, Joe Lemar bought the majority of the lots back a few years ago, so in some sense he is the owner of the 'subdivision'.  Russell asked what the answer might be to clear it up.  Jeff said they could have a homeowners meeting – propose changes to the bylaws – have the covenances dissolved – do a road maintenance agreement and put in the underground power.  If they dissolve the covenances, they could dissolve the subdivision.  Joe Lemar would have the most votes in any decisions.  
c.)  Questionable living dwellings – Russell said the shed at the south end of the Middle Road that people were living in has been removed from the property.  
d.)  Eastern River Child Care – Ms. Lavallee hasn't gotten any of the State permits yet.  Linda remarked that it is a difficult area due to being so close to a busy road and intersection.  It's a nice location if they can develop the area for the safety of the children.  Stacy commented on the traffic issue, especially the large trucks that go through the area.
ITEM #4 – New Business – None.
ITEM #5 - Other Business – Jeff said a couple of people had been looking at some properties, but he hasn't heard anything other than that one property is on E. Pittston Road and one is on Middle Road.  The folks that had once come to a meeting for information on building a family unit have gone elsewhere.
ITEM #6– Adjournment – Russell motioned; Linda seconded.  So voted at 7:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,








Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)
