Dresden Planning Board

P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342

Meeting minutes for February 19, 2019
Present - Jeff Pierce, Stacy Barnes, Linda Biden, Jay Cummings, Russell Peckham, Dan Hanley and Steve Stone.  

Others present – Bill Stewart (rep. Janet Stewart – applicant), Cindy Cummings (resident), Jessica Clifford (LCNews) and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).

Jeff opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.  

ITEM #1 – Review minutes of January 15 & February 05, 2019  – Motion to accept the minutes as written was made by Dan, seconded by Linda.  So voted by show of hands.
ITEM #2 – Public Hearing – Bill Stewart (representing Janet Stewart)  – 941 Gardiner Road – Map R-02, Lot 55 – (Former Meetinghouse Market)
Mr. Stewart gave a summary of the project plan for the former Meetinghouse Market.  The front half of the building will be remodeled for Commercial Rental Space.  Then, as funds allow, the second half of the building will be converted into rental apartments.  The signs and driveway entrances will remain the same.  The bathroom for the commercial area will remain as it is for now until the apartments are done at which time it will be located in a different area.  As indicated on his plan and at the site walk, the parking area in the front will remain the same, driveway areas for the apartments will be towards the back of the building. Some of the present pavement on the side of the building will be torn up to create a green area.  

Russell asked about the sprinkler system mentioned at the previous meeting.  Mr. Stewart said he wouldn't need egress windows if a system is installed, but he does plan to do the windows.  Jeff said all the safety issues would have to be inspected by the State Fire Marshal's Office.  With no further questions at this time from the Board, Jeff opened the meeting to the public – first asking for anyone for the project – then anyone against the project and finally anyone who wanted to speak either for or against.  Hearing none, he then closed the public hearing.
Jeff asked again if any of the Board members had questions or concerns.  There were none.
Jeff then told Mr. Stewart that there would be three standard conditions applied, plus there would be some imposed by the Board.  If passed, most businesses that request the rental space would be able to get their business permit from the town.  However, due to concerns posed by some of the neighbors, we will require the following businesses to come to the PB prior to entering into an agreement for the commercial rental space.  Those businesses are:


1.)  Marijuana Shops


2.)  Adult Entertainment


3.)  Trucking business industry


4.)  Bars
Mr. Stewart asked if impound yards would be considered under Trucking.  Jeff said as they would be coming in at all hours and the noise could disturb the neighbors, it would.
Linda asked if he would have to show the design plans for the apartments to the PB.  Jeff said he would need to make sure we have a copy for our records.
Steve trailer transfers would fall under Trucking.  Mr. Stewart said plans are to have hours be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to be respectful to the neighbors.
Jeff asked if the members want to issue a CUP for a Commercial Rental & Residential Rental.  Dan made the motion; Linda seconded.  Approved by all those present and voting.  The CUP will be ready for Mr. Stewart by Thursday.  
ITEM #3 - Old Business – a.)  Eastern River Child Care – Ms. Lavallee was issued a CUP (Conditional Use Permit) on Dec. 05, 2018 for the former Ship's Chow Hall.  However, in learning that the building has been tax-acquired by the town, she will not be able to have her business there.  She has since talked to the Stewart's (owners of Meetinghouse Market) about having her Child Care Facility in their Commercial Rental Space when it is available.  As this is only a change of address, she can do that on her business permit.  Russell asked if there is a 'green space' for the children.  Mr. Stewart has indicated he will have green areas on the sides in the Spring after he gets some of the pavement dug up.  Jeff reminded all that the business will be guided under the rules and regulations of the State DHHS.  They will have to inspect it and notify the town of their findings.  Ms. Lavallee still has to abide by all the same conditions that she was previously given.
ITEM #4 – New Business – None.
ITEM #5 - Other Business – Jeff would like a clarification on the 'Earthmoving' Permit for a pit on Calls' Hill Road obtained by the City of Bath   He will check with our CEO.
ITEM #6– Adjournment – Linda motioned; Russell seconded.  So voted at 7:01 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,








Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)
