Dresden Planning Board

P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342

Meeting minutes for December 04, 2018
Present - Jeff Pierce, Jay Cummings, Stacy Barnes, Linda Biden, Dan Hanley and Russell Peckham.  

Others present – Rhonda Lavallee (applicant), Taylor Lavallee, Mason Dubord, Kathy Dubord (residents), Jessica Clifford (L. C. News reporter) and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).

Absent –  Misty Parker. 

Jeff opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.

ITEM #1 – Review minutes of October 16, 2018  – Dan motioned to accept as written; Linda seconded.  So voted by show of hands..
ITEM #2 – Rhonda Lavallee – Eastern River Child Care - Proposed Change of Conditional Use at former Ship's Chow Hall located at 542 Gardiner Road – Map U1, Lot 28.  (Convert to Child Care Facility).

Ms. Lavallee gave a brief description of her past experience with child care.  She had been in that business in other towns, had stopped for a while, but after being in Dresden for some time now, she has seen and heard from others that there is a need for such a facility here.  It would be beneficial to parents with children in school and also those with pre-k children.  She has been discussing this with the owner of the Ship's Chow Hall II, Lenny Santos, for some time now.  She wants to convert the former restaurant building as it is no longer being used.  When asked if there would be meals cooked, she said there will not be a stove as the State does not approve of that. She may have a hot plate or a microwave, but there is also a convenience store nearby that would make food available.  

Jay asked how much she was thinking about charging.  Ms. Lavallee said she's not sure yet, but is checking with others to get a general idea.

Jeff noticed that in her proposal, she would like to have about 12 children of various ages.  Ms. Lavallee noted that too many would mean she would be required to have additional affects to the building such as sprinklers.  She does plan to have a fence installed around the area at the back of the building.  It would go from the back door around an area that would provide room for the children to play, etc.  The parents would have to get the children from the back door and parking would be out there as well as it is felt the front side by the roadway isn't as safe for parking or for getting the children due to the closeness to the road (Gardiner Rd. rt. 27).  Jeff reminded her that the sidwalk belongs to the State and property on the Route 197 area belongs to the Town.  Ms. Lavallee plans to have gates in the fence.    

Jeff asked if she would consider putting up a 'sandwich' board sign stating that the business is a child care facility.  Ms. Lavallee said she would like to have something out on the roadside. 

Jeff then asked if the Board members had any questions or concerns.

Stacy is good with the info and thinks it's a needed thing in town.  Jay is good with her plans.  All others were satisfied with the project as she has presented it.

Jeff said we can do this as a change of conditional use and turn it over to the CEO to make sure she is in compliance with all permits and conditions.  Jeff then made a motion to pass Eastern River Childcare as a 'Minor Project' in the Village District for change of use.  The CEO will let us know when the applicant is compliant with all requirements prior to opening.  We will waive the site walk and public hearing.  Dan seconded the motion and it was passed by all those present and voting.  On Thursday, Jeff will have a Change of Use / Conditional Use Permit – passed as a Minor Project.  A letter will be sent to the CEO and Ms. Lavallee will get a letter so she can go to DHHS to show she has met with the Board and has received a decision.
ITEM #3 - Old Business – a.)  Questionable living in specific 'dwellings'.  Russell said he got his answers from the email that Shari forwarded from the CEO.  Stacy said there are still people living in the garage on Gardiner Road. 
b.)  Calista's Vista – Jeff reported that all the property there is up for sale.  Members questioned how they could as some of the property is tax acquired and some of it they don't know who's supposed to own it.  Jeff said he doesn't know, but they are asking a lot of money for them.
c.)  James Davis (Solar Ridge - Calls' Hill Rd.) - Mr. Davis is just starting to put the roadway in. 
ITEM #4 – New Business – Jeff said there may be a substantial subdivision going in on Glasheen Road (a side road off of Rt. 128 – River Road) near Goranson's Farm.  They have talked about possibly having 36 lots, but Jeff has advised them they would need to go to the State due to waterfront issues and the size.
ITEM #5 - Other Business – Jeff asked the members if they want to meet on the third Tuesday (in two weeks) or wait until January.  It was decided we will meet on Dec. 18th only if there is business.  If not, we will wait until January 15th to get by the holidays.  

ITEM #6– Adjournment –Dan motioned; Russell seconded.  So voted at 7:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,








Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)
