Dresden Planning Board

P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342

Meeting minutes for Monday, August 19, 2019
Present - Jeff Pierce, Dan Hanley, Jay Cummings, Linda Biden, Peter Elvin, Russell Peckham, and Steve Stone.

Others present – Mark Kenney (resident) and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).

Jeff opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.

ITEM #1 – Review minutes of Aug. 05, 2019 – Linda motioned to accept as written; Dan seconded.  So voted by show of hands of those present and voting.
ITEM #2 – Old Business –  a.) Calista's Vista – Once again, Joe Lemar has contacted Jeff inquiring why the subdivision hasn't been dissolved by the PB.  Jeff explained to him the PB cannot do that and it appears he has a majority of lots for sale through a realtor which would mean he is the owner of record for the subdivision.  Mr. Lemar disagreed with Jeff, but Jeff told him that as he has the larger number of lots, which he is trying to sell, he would be considered the owner.  Jeff asked the Board members if they feel that a letter should be sent to Mr. Lemar stating that no lots are supposed to be sold since the original condition stated that no lots could be sold until the underground power and an engineered road were completed.  However, there is no longer a 'homeowners association' and no one has been paying the taxes on the 'Common Area' which is now tax acquired property by the Town.  Steve said that Mr. Lemar cannot misrepresent the property by selling it without giving disclosure of the situation.  Jeff continued by saying there are four other property owners, but Mr. Lemar has the largest number of lots.  Russell asked if he may be trying to sell the lots first and then put the money into the power and road?  Jeff said he just wants to sell them and be done with it all.  He went on to say the other owners should be contacted and see about getting the homeowners association going again and then they can get things straightened out for everyone.  Russell asked if the PB would be negligent if we know all this information and allow Mr. Lemar to do this? Steve asked if we have any culpibility to this if we have knowledge, or should we ask our lawyer or just send him a letter with our issues?  Jeff said he understands what Steve & Russell's concerns are.  Should we send a letter to Mr. Lemar indicating that there is a stop-work order on this and he shouldn't be trying to sell the lots in a subdivision that is non-existent, plus there is no road or power as required by the covenants.  Russell said do we have to remind him again of what the covenants are and that the town will NOT be responsible for any reprecussions.  The State has said the subdivision is defunct as there is no homeowners association.  The land is split up, but on paper is considered a subdivision.  Plus the Common Area is now tax acquired.  We will NOT allow any building permits.

A motion was made to send a CERTIFIED letter to Mr. Lemar in regard to these issues.  Dan seconded and the motion passed unanimously by show of hands of all present and voting.  Jeff will draft a letter.
b.)  Mark & Mary Kenney – 35 Densmore Lane – Findings of PB in regard to possible violations -  In findings of the violations results, it was deemed that the retaining wall was a dry-laid one so it didn't need a permit and therefore there was no violation; the four-sided enclosure had no roof and was only fence panels to conceal a pump, electrical, etc. and had no roof therefore it is not considered to be a shed or structure and requires no permits resulting in no violation.  The shed which was deemed in violation of the setback limits per the Dresden Land Use Ordinances did require an after-the-fact permit and fee paid and will be moved back the 2 foot violation.  Mr. Kenney has been trying to reach the company that put in the shed, but hasn't heard back so he will check with a couple of other people to get it moved as soon as he can.  Linda suggested Jake Swift is someone he could contact.  Also, mentioned was Mr. Kenney's neighbor, Bob Anair.  He will check with them.  Jeff then made a motion to approve the findings of facts and agrees there are NO violations resulting in No permits being required.
ITEM #3 –  New Business – None.
ITEM #4 –  Other Business – a.)  Steve asked about the permit application issues in regard to follow ups on areas where the applicant has indicated stipulations; for example, green spaces such as was stated for the Day Care Center located in Meetinghouse Market.  It has not been done. Russell mentioned Andrew Spicer's gravel area for his impound yard.  We need to have someone follow up on these.  Jeff said it's up to the CEO. Linda mentioned that on the Spicer permit, one of the conditions is that the CEO is required to do an annual inspection.  Jeff said we can make that a stipulation, but it would need to be done on a case-by-case.  We should make this a Board policy.  Russell asked if this would be acceptable for the CEO or would it end up meaning more money?  Jeff said James is very good about doing these things and it would probably just be done like any of the other things his job requires.  
b.)  Dan asked about the Coffee Shop/Gallery that was pemitted a few years ago as it seems nothing is happening there.  Jeff said he's not sure why Barbara Bak hasn't begun doing anything there.  She had previously put in a septic system, but that's it.  She always pays her taxes and sends a nice card to the town office each year.
ITEM #5 - – Adjournment – Linda motioned; Steve seconded.  So voted at 7:30 p.m.

  






Respectfully submitted,








Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)

NOTE:  Whereas our next meeting would be on Labor Day, it was decided to cancel that meeting and we will see what, if anything, we have for business before the third Monday of the month.
